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   NEXT MEETING 
 

    Saturday,  May 15, 2010  
 

Honoring Our Youth 
 

Our program for May will consist of honoring two very 
special young men: 
 

#1  Eagle Scout David Craft  - presentation of a trophy, 

medal, shirt patch and certificate  in recognition of his 

having won the WASSAR Eagle Scout Essay Contest. 
His parents, scoutmaster and district scout executive are 
planning to attend. ALL Eagle Scouts and Silver Beaver 
recipients are encouraged to wear their awards. 
 

#2 JROTC Cadet Brendan Hales - Presentation of  

SAR Color Guard Participation Medal and Certificate  

for his help in carrying the American Flag at the     
Massing of the Colors, March 7th. When no chapter 
member was available for this important event, Cadet 
Hales was recruited for the position and did a commend-
able job of representing the chapter and SAR. 
 

Please remember that the May meeting will be the last 

meeting until September 18, 2010. 

 

THE ALEXANDER HAMILTON 
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Before we break for the summer, I want to thank all 
who have made these first five months so special - 
Darrell Holt and his great programs, Chuck Waid for 
the success in bringing in new members, Russ Pringle 
for running a successful raffle (with the help of your 
regular donations), Mark Difford for keeping our   
finances in good order, State President Bob Doughty 
and State First Lady Jan for their regular attendance 
at our meetings, Chapter First Lady Joyce for keeping 
me straight and focused and most of all, those    
members, such as Glenn Oliver, who faithfully attend 
our meetings every month. I also want to acknowl-
edge your generous support of the Veterans Memorial  
Museum. As you know if you have ever visited this 
world class museum, Lee Grimes and his staff are 
totally dedicated to honoring the veterans, past      
present and future, that have given us the freedoms 
that we enjoy and often take for granted today. 
 

My wish now is that you will all have a wonderful 
summer and that you will return in September rested 
and looking forward to regular attendance at our 
meetings. Your Executive Committee is committed to  
making them informative and interesting.   
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LAST MEETING  

HIGHLIGHTS 
 

 

For over eight years our chapter has been collecting   
donations for the Veterans Memorial Museum (VMM) 
in Chehalis. To date, we have collected well over 
$2,000. 
 

On April 17 we made our annual visit to this world class 
museum - to view the facility and its impressive collec-
tion of military memorabilia. As a bonus this year, we 
were able to view the weapons collection recently      
donated by Compatriot Harry Houston. 
 

Speaking to our group as he does each year, was    
Founder and Executive Director Lee Grimes with an  
update on what has happened at the museum since our 
last visit.      
 

See page 3 for pictures taken by Chapter First Lady Joyce 
Thomasson of this visit.  



One program, relatively cost-free and painless, in which we 
can participate is the Knight Essay Contest. The main    
reason we haven't participated in this program is the lack of  
a Compatriot to step up, take charge, and be willing to  
commit at least two consecutive years to the effort - the 

first year to learn, the second year to do.   

 

                  CHAPTER BULLETIN 

       BOARD 

 

  

A Message from the Raffle Chair 
 

We will once again have a raffle at the May meet-
ing, so collect those raffle prizes and bring them to 
the meeting. The “rule of thumb” remains: “The 

prize should be of a quality that you the donor would want 

to win.” Thanks for your help.  

NoteNoteNoteNote!      !      !      !          

   
 

                                            LOOKING AHEAD 
 

May 15 Armed Forces Day (Fly the Flag) 

May 15 Chapter Meeting, Fife Bar & Grill, 9:00 
  AM.  Last meeting until September 18. 

May 31 Memorial Day (Fly the Flag) 

June 6  D-Day 

June 14 Flag Day (Fly the Flag) 

June 20 Father’s Day 

 

LT COL WALLACE DIFFORD  

USAF (RET.) 
October 5, 1914 -  April 13, 2010 

On April 13, 2010, our chapter, the society and the 
world lost another truly great warrior, patriot,         
compatriot and person with the passing of Lt Col    
Wallace (Wally) E. Difford, Jr., USAF (Ret.) 
 

Wally was born in Houston, Texas, attended high 
school in Louisville, Kentucky and went on to receive a 
Bachelors degree from the University of Kentucky. He 
joined the Army Air Corps in 1936 and served from 
1936 to 1950. During WWII he served in India during 
the China-Burma-India campaign. After a short break 
in service he rejoined what was by then the United 
States Air Force and retired in 1962 as a Lieutenant         
Colonel. After retiring from the Air Force he worked as 
a senior industrial appraiser until his final retirement in 
1979. 
 

A joiner and a doer, Wally was a life member of Delta 
Tau Delta Fraternity, Past President of Spokane Lilac      
Association, Past Commodore of the Spokane Yacht 
Club, Past President of the International Order of the 
Blue Gavel, Club Manager Spokane German American    
Society, Life Member of the Sons of the American 
Revolution, Life Member Military Officers               
Association, member Veterans of Foreign Wars and an 
active member of the Olympia Rose Society. 
 

Among his survivors are wife Floramund, Colonel 
Army Nurse Corps (Ret.) and Major Mark Difford, 
USAF (Ret.), our chapter treasurer. 
 

Rest in Peace, Dear Friend. You will be missed. 

 

WANTED 
 WASSAR KNIGHT ESSAY CONTEST CHAIR 

We are well into our annual commitment of presenting  
the SAR ROTC & JROTC medals to area programs. To 
date we have  participated in or will participate in the    
following awards night ceremonies: 
 

24 April Clover Park  Dick Seiber 
1 May  Bethel   Dick Seiber  
5 May     Spanaway Lake Chuck Waid 
7 May  Prairie   Dick Seiber 
11 May Lakes   * 
12 May Wilson   * 
12 May    Graham-Kapowson Chuck Waid 
13 May  Lincoln  * 
14 May Curtis   Jerry Hull 
14 May    Battle Ground  Dick Seiber 
14 May Washington  Bruce Seiber  
15 May    Rogers   Chuck Waid 
19 May South Kitsap  Bob Wagers 
20 May    Pacific Lutheran Bob Wagers 
20 May Federal Way  Bruce Seiber 
26 May    Mt Tahoma  Bob Wagers 
26 May Shelton  Darrell Holt 
2 June  Stadium  Bob Wagers 
4 June  Todd Beamer  Bruce Seiber 
*No presenter available. Medal delivered to school. 
 

We have not heard from the following: 
 

Bremerton  Foss  Port Angeles 

 
 

ROTC/JROTC CORNER 

For the past two years I've been seeking without success to 
recruit a Compatriot to re-start our participation in this     
program. Last year I tried to do it myself, but found with 
my other activities I was unable to devote sufficient time 
and effort, and the program bombed again. So, this is my 
last gasp. We need a WASSAR member willing to take 
charge of this program. If we have no one, then I'll put this 

goal aside as unattainable for the foreseeable future. 

                               State President Bob Doughty 2 



Darrell Holt and a history teacher in the Chehalis/
Centralia area are working with the Sons of           
Confederate Veterans, Sons of the Union Veterans of 
the Civil War, United Daughters of the Confederacy, 
Ladies of the Grand Army and anyone else who is  
interested in putting on a program about the Civil War 
at the VMM next year. The purpose is to educate 
young people on the Civil War in connection with the 
150th anniversary of that tragic event in the history of 
our country. The event is scheduled to take place in 
April 2011. 
 

Carole Holt has been selected by the Daughters of the 
American Colonists to lay a wreath at the Arizona   
Memorial on December 7, 2010. Needles to say, the 
Holt’s are excited about that.  
 

Compatriot John Welsh is still traveling 
about the world participating in        
Revolutionary War events. Most recently 
he plans to be in Spain and Paris for SAR 
programs in those areas. To Quote John, 
“The SAR programs in 2003 and 2008 
were spectacles for the memory 
bank.”  He has offered to do a program 
when he returns -  in full uniform. 
 

Compatriot Chuck Waid is currently scheduled for     
surgery on his shoulder May 20th. This will put him 
out of action for at least four to six weeks.   

COMPATRIOT         

ACTIVITIES 

Our chapter desperately need you to 
be a part of the Chapter Color Guard. 
With a membership of 101 members, 
there is absolutely no reason why we 

should have to call upon a JROTC cadet to fill in as 
was the case at the 2010 Massing of the Colors.      
Participating in such events should be an honor and a 
privilege. So, please, contact Color Guard Captain Lee 
Thomasson. And check out the picture above. This 
could be you! 

 
 

WE STILL WANT - NO, 
NEED YOU FOR THE 

CHAPTER COLOR GUARD 

 

Chapter President Lee & 
State President Bob     

present VMM Executive 
Director Lee Grimes with a 

copy of a DVD that     
records an interview with 
Glenn & Esther Oliver in 
front of an M-3 tank - the 
model that Glenn served in 

in WWII. 

 

SCENES FROM THE APRIL 
 VISIT TO VMM 

 

Courtesy of Chapter First Lady Joyce 

 

 
L-R Fred Ramsey, new 
member Don Ice, State 
President Bob Doughty, 
Chapter President Lee 
Thomasson & new    
member Charlie Roe. 

 
 

Past State President Harry 
Houston poses in front of 
the gun collection that he 
recently donated to the 

museum. 
 
 

 

  DID YOU KNOW THIS? 

“The Sons of the    
American Revolution, 
Alexander Hamilton 
Chapter of Tacoma was           
authorized to organize 
as a Chapter of the 
Wash ing t on  S t a t e      
Society on February 1896. There were seven            
organizing  Compatriots. This group of descendants of 
soldiers and patriots who served the cause of           
independence, along with other men who had    
American Revolutionary ancestors, met regularly for 
over 26 years, carrying out the goals of the              
organization. 
 

Then approximately fifty years later, on May 18, 
1972, the Alexander Hamilton Chapter was reactivated 
by C.G Stillman and Dr. Craig G. Gunter.” 
 

As recorded in a 1970’s issue of Pierce County Patriotic Organizations 

Chapter President Glenn Oliver &  
Compatriot C.G. Stillman 

Knowledge without action is futile! Action 
without knowledge is dangerous! 
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